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The Half Past Autumn - The Life and Work of Gordon Parks
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The Half Past Autumn - The Life and Work of Gordon Parks is a film narrating a well-lived life of Gordon Parks. Parks life kicked in Kansas after he was born as last born among his 15 siblings. At the age of fifteen years, Park’s mother died and he was forced to go live with his married sister and his brother- in- law in Minnesota. However, a fight broke between him and his brother- in- law and as a teenager he became homeless. Nonetheless, this was not his end; he fought to survive by working as a railroad waiter while living in the streets. His life transformation journey started after he saw a disposed of magazine featuring the aspect of photography. The power of the camera motivated him to purchase his first camera in 1938. His first film roll stunned a Kodak sales clerk who offered him a chance to hold a show at his shop. There and then he became an artist. He ventured into photography and begun to document poverty in agricultural lands. From his early simple photos, his work continues to capture and display his amazing talent. His career continued to grow as he worked in different avenues and built his reputation as an incredible photographer who is able to combine a sense of social commentary in his art. At the center of the film are Parks and his photography. The best part of the story is narrated by Parks himself although a few other people who know his life also take part in the narration.  The film presents park as a humble man and tells the story of his life openly and chronologically.


